
Our new youth ministry, under 
the able direction of Tina Ide, 
kicked off with a New Year’s 
Eve party on December 31 
(generally considered the 
appropriate date for New 
Year’s Eve parties).  Weekly 
meetings on Sunday night 
began on January 8.   
Tina has spent the last six 
months laying 
the groundwork 
for this ministry.  
Beginning a 
new ministry 
from scratch is a 
daunting task, 
but Tina has 

tackled it with skill and 
enthusiasm.  Early results 
have been quite positive, 
as shown in these 
pictures.  More pictures 
on page  8.    

Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it.  

—Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) 
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Musical 
Arts 

Presents 
Spencer Myer 

On February 8, 2012, 
Fountain/Warren Musical 
Arts will present Spencer 
Myer in performance at 
the Bösendorfer Grand 
Piano at Harrison Hills Country Club in Attica, 
Indiana.  Mr. Myer is a 2006 American Pianists 
Association Christel DeHaan Classical Fellow, .  He 
will perform works by Debussy, Liszt and 
Moskowski.   
The performance is set for 7:30 PM.  Admission is $7.50 for 
adults, and as usual, there is no charge for students.   

Musical Arts Continued on page 5 
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At our congregational meeting on 
January 29th, our members will 
conduct the business of the church 
and vote on the 2012 budget.  Only 
those who are members will have a 
vote at this important meeting.  But 
some may be wondering: “What’s 

the big deal about church membership?”   
Is it really necessary for Christians to be members of 
a local church?  The Scripture gives us a 
resoundingly clear answer: Yes, it is!  According to 
the Apostle Paul, it was because “Christ loved the 
church” that He “gave himself up for her.” (Eph.  
5:25)  Jesus came into this world and died for the 
church because he loved the church!  And if Jesus so 
loved the church, then certainly we should delight in 
the church as well!   
Does it sound a little unusual to you to hear that we 
should delight in the church?  It shouldn’t.  Delight 
in the church flows from a sense of the importance of 
the church in Scripture.  Salvation history began with 
God calling a people— the Jews— out of the world 
to Himself and it will end with “the Holy City, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride, beautifully dressed for her 
husband” (Rev.  21:2).  From beginning to end, 
God’s unfolding plan to redeem sinners “from every 
nation, tribe, people and language” (Rev.  7:9) has 
the church at its very center.  And yet it can be hard 
to delight in the church.  Why is this so?  A couple of 
reasons come to mind. 
First, the church’s flaws are so visible to us.  We can 
all remember times when fellow believers have hurt 
us.  It’s all too easy to dwell on those wounds, and let 
them crowd out memories of believers encouraging, 
strengthening and comforting us in the faith.   
Second, those of us in the West live in an 
individualistic culture.  Individualism has seeped into 
the modern church in a number of ways.  For 
instance, many Americans place a low premium on 
church membership.  They don’t see the need for 
church commitment.  They flit like butterflies from 
congregation to congregation— always in motion, 
never finding rest.  They don’t see the importance of 
committing themselves to the life and fellowship of 
the local church. 
However, according to Scripture, membership in the 
local church is not merely desirable, but necessary.  
In the New Testament, we see a recurring pattern: the 
Word is preached, people profess faith, and they 

gather locally into congregations ruled by Christ 
through the elders he has appointed (Acts 2:27, 
14:23, Titus 1:5).  Believers are commanded to give 
due submission to the elders (1 Thess.  5:12-13) and 
the elders are charged with the oversight of believers’ 
souls (Heb.  13:7).  This set of commands assumes 
that believers and church leaders have a relationships 
with one another.  These relationships come into 
existence when a believer commits to join the 
church.  So when the Scripture calls Christians to 
delight in the church, it calls them to delight not only 
in the worldwide church, but also in the local church 
of which they are members. 
How, then, can we delight in the church?  One of the 
most important ways we can delight in the church is 
to try to see the church as God sees it!  To see the 
church this way, we need to go to the Bible.  What 
does the Bible tell us about the church?  How does 
the Bible’s teaching help us to take delight in the 
church?   
First, we need to see the close biblical connection 
between Christ and His church.  Christ is the head 
of His body, the church (Col.1:18, 24; Eph.  5:23, 
Acts 9:5).  So Christ’s interests are bound up with the 
church.  To prize the church is to show concern for 
Jesus-the Head, King and Bridegroom of the church.  
One individual who understood this profoundly was 
Samuel Rutherford, the great 17th century Scottish 
pastor and theologian.  Rutherford is best known for 
his Letters, which Christians have prized for 
centuries because they’re suffused with a sense of the 
love, mercy and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Rutherford also wrote several treatises on church 
government.  Why did Rutherford care so much 
about the government of the church?  It was because 
of his love for the Savior, the Head of that church.  
To love Jesus is to love Jesus’ church. 
Second, the church is a body that is both divinely 
created and divinely ruled.  The church isn’t just a 
voluntary association of persons with similar interests, 
backgrounds or goals.  She is a people whom Christ has 
formed for himself (1 Pet.  2:9-10).  And He rules his 
church as her only Head!  Jesus has an exclusive and 
unique claim of authority on the church.  He’s no 
absentee ruler.  He’s actively and intimately involved in 
ruling his church.  To see the church as a body created 
by Christ and ruled by Him reminds us again that the 
church is precious to Jesus!  And what is precious to 
Jesus should be precious to us! 

Pastor Continued on page 5) 
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“For this reason, since the day we heard 
about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you and asking God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. And we 
pray this in order that you may 
live a life worthy of the Lord and 
may please him in every way; 
bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, 
being strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of 
light.” Colossians 1: 9-12 

Prayer is one of the pillars of our faith.  It is the way 
we connect with God, the way we learn about God, 
the place to seek forgiveness, the place to be 
transformed and to pour out our struggles, concerns 
and desires.  Some have a natural gifting for prayer 
and it flows naturally.  Others struggle to maintain 
this discipline, trying to find consistent time and 
adequate wording to express what is on their hearts.  
For the past six months I have been praying for the 
development of our church’s youth ministry and 
more specifically for the teens themselves.  At times 
the prayers come easily based upon a conversation I 
have had or an observation I have made.  However, 
there have been times when these prayers begin to 
sound repetitive or rehearsed or just too generic. 
One day during devotional time my attention was 
turned towards Colossians 1:9-12.  As I read and 
reread this passage, I was encouraged to continue 
praying and was given renewed direction about what 
to pray for.  Not only had Paul not given up praying 
for the church at Colosse, but he had specific 
direction about what to pray for.  His specific 
desires for this church resonate with my desires for 
our students.  It is my hope that our students will be 
filled with spiritual wisdom and understanding.  
With this wisdom and understanding, I pray they 
come to understand the need for Christ to be in their 
daily life and understand how Christ desires us to 
live.  I pray our students live a worthy life that can 
stand firm in making Godly decisions and in being 
an example of Christ among their peers.  I pray for 
there to be fruit coming from our students.  Fruit that 
brings their friends into relationship with Christ, 

fruit that serves others, fruit that shows 
love at all times to all people.  I pray 
for the Lord’s strength to be with our 

students as they make the hard 
choices and resist the 

temptations.  As they do these 
things, I pray they will gain 
patience, endurance and joy for 
Christ knowing that He is real and 
He is walking with them and He 
has a plan for their lives. 

Since we launched weekly youth group 
on January 8, I have already begun to see 

some of these prayers coming to fruition.  I rejoice 
in the willingness of our students to be present each 
Sunday evening.  It can be scary and uncertain to 
invite friends to come to church yet our students are 
being faithful and asking their friends to come.  The 
road ahead is long but we are paving a way to bring 
Christ to the teens of Attica.  As we wait to see what 
the road looks like, I ask that you join me in praying 
Colossians 1:9-12 for our students.  If you are a 
student, I ask you to join me in praying this passage 
for yourself and for your fellow students.   
 
P.S. If you’re a teen and you had fun ice skating 
with us in January, join us as we blast away the 
winter blues with a winter beach party on Friday, 
February 17 at 7:00 PM.  There’s more info hiding 
in this edition of the newsletter, see if you can find 
it!    

Under His Wings 
An arƟcle in NaƟonal Geographic several years ago provided a 
penetraƟng picture of God’s wings. 
AŌer a forest fire in Yellowstone NaƟonal Park, forest rangers 
began their trek up a mountain to assess the inferno’s damage.  
One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched 
statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree.  Somewhat 
sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird with a 
sƟck.  When he struck it, three Ɵny chicks scurried from under 
their dead mother’s wings.  The loving mother, keenly aware of 
impending disaster, had led her offspring to the base of the 
tree and had gathered them under her wings, insƟncƟvely 
knowing that the toxic smoke would rise.  She could have flown 
to safety, but had refused to abandon her babies.  When the 
blaze arrived and the heat scorched her small body, the mother 
had remained steadfast.  Because she had been willing to die, 
those under the cover of her wings would live... 
“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you 
will find refuge...”  Psalms 91:4 
Being loved this much should make a difference in your life.  
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‘When two neighbors who live in 
Bucksnort, Tennessee meet in New 
York City, they usually say the 
same thing, “Well, it’s a small 
world!”…’  Thus begins the 
introduction to Part Two in the 
remarkable autobiography of 
Sandra Boyce Ghost.  We have all 
encountered this sort of 
coincidence.  We generally toss it 
off with the ‘small world’ 
observation, and we go our respective ways.  However... 
Dictionaries have tried to define what we identify as 
coincidence:  
Encarta Dictionary of North American English:   

Something that happens by chance in a 
surprising or remarkable way 

Webster's New World College Dictionary:  
An accidental and remarkable occurrence of 
events or ideas at the same time, suggesting— 
but lacking— a causal relationship  

American Heritage Dictionary:  
A sequence of events that although accidental 
seems to have been planned or arranged 

I would like to offer one more definition of my own: 
An apparently unlikely sequence of events, 
orchestrated in detail by our loving God, who 
then steps back to let us marvel when we 
discover what He has done 

Sandra’s story reveals her improbable transition from a less-
than-deliriously-happy housewife to an entertainer whose 
voice and stage presence thrust her into the national 
spotlight.  Her transition from that life to child of God, and 
full-time wife and mother was enhanced by her husband’s 
unexpected job change— requiring relocation to Louisville, 
Kentucky.  From that point on, her story is wrapped 
inextricably around her children’s lives, particularly her son 
Kent, who was diagnosed with leukemia when he was just a 
toddler.   
Sandra and her husband joined the largest Presbyterian 
Church in Kentucky, but in the beginning were believers 
mostly in name only.  An impossible sequence of 
coincidences involving a prayer/Bible Study group, free care 
and treatment for Kent at the National Institute of Health 

(NIH), Kent’s  life-threatening brain 
hemorrhage, and a devoted Christian elevator 
operator at NIH, reinforced her growing faith 
and her understanding of the power of our 
God.  As she became aware of the direct 
involvement of the Holy Spirit in the 
everyday life of her family, her hunger for 
more drove her into the Word.  On more than 
one occasion, she was an unexpected 
participant in the miraculous works of the 
Spirit, and after the fact, had to research the 

Biblical authority for what had just transpired.   
The only possible conclusion is that coincidences do 
not exist.  They are the work of a loving Father 
whose hand is on everything in our lives.   
I am reminded of the fifth stanza of the hymn Dear 
Lord and Father of Mankind, adapted from a poem 
by John Greenleaf Whittier and published in 
Congregational Hymns (1884) by Garrett Horder: 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 

Sandra’s presentation is candid, poignant, and 
sometimes humorous— an intimate look into the life 
of a family discovering the wonders of God’s Love.  
It’s a hard-to-put-down read, the work of a master 
story-teller— in the Hands of the Master.   
Anyone who has ever had a child with an illness will 
weep with Sandra as the family’s battle with 
leukemia becomes a roller-coaster ride of grief and 
euphoria— so keep your tissues handy.  Anyone who 
has experienced the Power of God and the Work of 
the Holy Spirit will shed tears of joy as the miracles 
are revealed.  Anyone who understands the love our 
God showers on His people will rejoice— even as 
they weep.  It is the age-old story of glorious victory, 
when every visible sign says “defeat.” 
Not until we experience the final victory will all the 
tears be dried.  But the promise of that victory will 
see us safely through the trials of today— because 
our lives are, in fact, ordered by a loving Father.   

Book Review 

Is It Really Just A Small World? 
There Are No Coincidences! 

By Sandra Boyce Ghost 
© 2011 Sandra Boyce Ghost 

WestBow Press 
www.westbowpress.com 

 Hardcover: $37.95 
Softcover $22.95 

E-Book $9.95 
Available also at Amazon.com 

George Ellsworth, Editor 
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At our Bible Study 
Christmas Party in 
December, part of 
our celebration was 
a carry-in buffet  

of 
tasty 

snacks, 
finger foods, and treats.  One of the offerings that 
really drew a crowd was the Chicken Enchilada Dip, 
created by Brenda Gates.   
When you read the ingredients, you will understand 
that not everybody is going to dive into this treat with 
the same unreserved enthusiasm.  Especially if 
you’re not expecting it, it does have a tendency to 
bite back.  But if folks at your house like things south-

of-the-border spicy, this could be a guaranteed hit at 
your Super Bowl Party! 

Chicken Enchilada Dip 
2 Lg. Cans White Chicken (Drained) 
2 ‐ 8 Oz. SoŌened Cream Cheese 
1 Cup Real Mayonnaise 
1 Sm. Can Chopped Green Chilies (Drained) 
1 Sm. Can Chopped Jalapenos (Drained) 
2 Cups Shredded Cheese 

Mix together, put in greased pan.   
Bake at 350o for 30 to 40 minutes or until hot. 
Serve with Tostitos Chips    

Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM  the evening of the 
concert.  Cost for the meal is $12.50 per person, and 
dinner reservations are required.  Call 765-762-2695 
by February 5 to reserve your place at the table.     

Musical Arts Continued from page 1 

A Few Words About Sandra Ghost 
—George Ellsworth, Editor 

Sandra Ghost moved to Louisville in the 1960s  
when I was in High School.  She and her family 
joined Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, where I was also a member.  The prayer 
group that began meeting in her basement was a 
significant part of my introduction to the real Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit.   
I was eyewitness to some of the miracles reported in 
her book Is It Really Just A Small World?  Sandy was 
baptized in the pond where I spent many summer 
hours swimming.  Sandy’s daughter Lisa prayed for 
me when I was leaving for my hitch in the army.  
Sandy (with my folks) prayed for me while I was in 
Germany and Vietnam.  Greathouse School (where 
Sandy’s children attended) was where I went to first 
and second grade.  Many of the people and places 
mentioned in her book are familiar to me, although 
some are now shrouded in the haze that gathers over 
the years.  Her story is a true witness to the 
miraculous works of the Holy Spirit, in the lives of 
everyday people who are willing to seek Him.   
We know from our own experience in this 
congregation that miracles are still part of God’s 
work in His Church.    

Third, the church will be the centerpiece of the 
“new heavens and new earth.”  This is the picture 
we find in the closing chapters of Revelation.  In 
glory, the church will remain precious to God.  She 
is “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” (21:9).  Her 
beauty is the beauty of holiness, and she will radiate 
the glory of God (21:10-11)!  The church is not yet 
what she will be, but Christ has pledged on that day 
“to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless” (Eph.  5:27).  If Christ loves the 
church and is committed to her this much, then those 
who profess love to Jesus ought to commit to loving 
the church!   
The Apostle Paul tells us that unbelievers hate what 
God loves, and love what God hates.  The gospel 
completely reorients us, so that we now hate what 
God hates, and love what God loves.  God loves his 
church deeply, and calls each of his children to love 
the church as well.  He has given us His Word to 
help us understand why the church is so important to 
him. 
The occasion of our annual meeting is a good time 
for me to ask you this vital question: Do you believe 
what God has said about his church?  If so, then how 
are you delighting in the church? 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
    

Pastor Continued from page 2 
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In Loving Memory of My Mom,  
Carol Tameling 

— Sandy Bloesch 
As my mom’s health declined, it became apparent to my 
siblings and me that it was time to start cleaning out her 
condo.  Mom had a love for many crafts, one of which was 
sewing.  She had quite a bountiful supply of fabric, as she 
had a lot of ambition to make things for people.  My mom 
also shared my love of quilting.  She considered me her 
teacher!   
As my sisters and I were sorting out things in Mom’s con-
do, I was given the task to sort through the “sewing room.”  

It was an overwhelming task at first, but be-
fore I began, my oldest sister, Karen, 
had sorted through some of the fabric 
and decided she wanted to make a 
quilt for herself.  I thought it was a 
good idea and decided that I wanted 
one for myself as well.  Within a very 

short time, I decided how nice it would 
be if each of my sisters and my brother 

could all have one.  Yes, you guessed it; I took on the task 
for us all!  Then I decided I should not stop there!  I decid-
ed to make one for my nieces and nephews too, as well as 
my children.  Having this purpose as I sorted through the 
fabric made the task so much easier.  I could see that mom 
had purchased some of her fabric with specific family 
members in mind.  So those fabrics became part of the 
quilts.   
After my mom passed away in August, I felt duty-bound to 
finish the quilts before the year was up.  I was able to pre-
sent two of my sisters and my brother with their quilts on 
Thanksgiving.  My other sister was not able to come from 
her home in Pennsylvania, so I sent hers off in the mail.  Do 
you know that quilt arrived the very same day she was to 
have surgery?  God’s perfect timing!  I also made a table 
topper for my aunt and presented it to her the day after 
Thanksgiving.  I presented three of my nieces and two of 
my nephews with their quilts for Christmas.  Needless to 
say, they were all deeply touched.   
Mom’s fabric stash has touched many others as well.  I 
have used her fabric to make several prayer quilts, as well 
as some for Blankets of Love.  As I mentioned earlier, she 
had quite a stash, so it will continue to bless many more.   
My dear mom, I know how much you wanted to get back to 
your condo and sew when you were in the nursing home.  
Thank you for blessing me with that love of sewing.  To-
gether we will touch many lives!  I Love You, Mom and 
miss you so much!   

A Few of My Favorite Things‐Julie's quilt 

A Few of Grandma's Favorite Things‐
Charlie's quilt 

Gary's quilt 
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Winter weather got you 
down?  Do you long for the 
predictable heat of summer?  
Then pull out your shorts and 
flip-flops and join us as we 
turn up the heat and transform 
the church into a summer 
paradise.  We’ll have 
everything you need to warm 
up your winter– sand, water, 
snacks and even a treasure 
hunt!  The party starts at 
7:00 PM on February 17.  
Everyone in grades 6-12 is 
welcome to join us!  Any 
questions please contact Tina.  

More Youth 
Group Pictures 
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Session Highlights 
January 19, 2012 

This is the Stated Meeting of Session for January 19, 
2012.   
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm, with 
Scripture reading by moderator Dan Bloesch, and 
prayer by all present.  
Members present: Teaching Elder Dan Bloesch; 
Ruling Elders Herb Smith, Larry Risler, 
Mark Mason, Joe Riley, and Ray Smyth via Skype, 
constituting a quorum.   
The agenda and previous meeting minutes were 
approved.  
The Pastor’s and Youth Director’s written reports of 
last month’s activities were received.   
On motion approved to not send commissioners to 
the Midwest Presbytery meeting on Friday, February 
10 at Calvary Presbyterian Church in Flint, Michigan 
due to travel distance and cost.  
Prayer Leader after worship service:   

February 5 Larry Risler 
February 12  Joe Riley 
February 19   Mark Mason 
February 26   Herb Smyth 

On motion received Summary Financial Reports 
from Brenda Gates and George Ellsworth 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 
celebrated on February 5th, to be served by Mark 
Mason and Joe Riley.   
New Business 

1. On motion set the baptism of Haliegh Cole for 
February 12, 2012 .  

2. On motion appointed Mark Mason as chairman of 
the Missions Committee. 

3. On motion approved the payment of $500 from 
the local mission budget line item to the West 
Lebanon Christian Church designated for the 
Rock My Life Call to Love Tour.  

The next Regular Meeting of Session will be 
February 16, 2011, 7:00 PM.   
On motion the meeting was adjourned with prayer at 
9:44 PM. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mark W. Mason  

Clerk 

Winter Special at  
Indiana State Parks 

A common malady in the Midwest this time of year is 
that non-biological affliction known as Cabin Fever.  
Granted, it may not be the epidemic of the year in 2012 
because of the so-far benign winter, but the spores are 
there, just waiting for ‘the big one’ to confine us to the 
area surrounded by the same four walls.   
Prevention and treatment can be effected by the same 
two choices: 

• Get out and DO something 
or 

• Wait for Spring 
Waiting for Spring may not be the better of the two 
choices this year.  The Groundhog saw his shadow, so 
we can expect six more weeks of winter (instead of the 
usual month-and-a-half).  Fortunately, our Indiana 
State Parks have a winter special that offers two nights 
lodging for for the price of one.  This offer is good 
Sunday through Thursday in most parks where lodging 
facilities exist.  The offer runs out at the end of 
February, since March is the beginning of Spring.   
When the weather turns blustery and unpleasant, you 
could be trapped inside your house for days at a time, 
incubating Cabin Fever.  If you took advantage of the two
-for-one offer for a brief getaway with your Valentine, 
you could be snuggled safely into a picturesque cabin or 
inn with your sweetie, looking at four different walls.  
This may not appear to be greatly different from being 
trapped in your house— but it is.  At the Inn, the dining 
room staff cooks the meals and washes the dishes, and 
somebody other than you gets to shovel the snow.   
If this sounds interesting, you can get all the information 
you need on-line— rates, availability, and reservations.   
The closest opportunity that comes to mind is Turkey 
Run State Park, (go south on US 41, turn left at 
Gobbler’s Knob).  
   h p://www.turkeyrunstatepark.com/  
To locate other facilities, this site starts with a map:  
h p://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2392.htm   
  Look for the blue diamonds that mark Inn locations 
Of course, the final cure for Cabin Fever is to have it 
overpowered by Spring Fever.  Spring Fever has no 
known cure, because the ailment itself confounds the 
work that could go into research.    

http://www.turkeyrunstatepark.com/
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2392.htm
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 Ken and Kendra Doutt 
Apartado C-154  
Managua  Nicaragua  
Pierce and Meghan Davis   
are our new Missionary Associates. They hail 
from Freedom Christian in Sterling Heights, MI. 
They have just arrived at language school in 
Costa Rica.  Pierce and Meghan will be studying 
for eight months before joining us here in 
Nicaragua.  

click here 
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—Elder George Ellsworth, Editor 

It is significant that our congregation is studying the 
importance of prayer.  One small group has 
completed two courses on the subject; another has 
begun the same study, along with at least one Sunday 
School Class.  The precedent for this study, of 
course, is found in Luke 11:1:  

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  
When he finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught 
his disciples.”  — Luke 11:1 (NIV)   

The disciples, who by now had been with Jesus for 
some time, were beginning to notice how Jesus’ 
strength was renewed— and the power of God was 
unleashed— when Jesus prayed— and that prayer 
was a vital, daily part of His ministry.   
Many of us grew up hearing pastoral prayers in 
worship on Sundays, delivered by polished, seminary 
trained orators.  They knew all the flowery words; 
they could beseech mercy for our iniquities, 
propitiation for our transgressions, and compassion 
for our corruption.  We knew we’d been prayed for 
by a professional, but unless we had a thesaurus 
handy, we had no idea what they said.   
Then there were the bedtime prayers we were taught 
as children.  “Now I lay me down to sleep…”  In my 
case, it was a recitation, memorized by rote, of 
“Bless… (list of family and relatives).  Amen.”  We 
never learned that prayer was supposed to be a 
conversation between a child and a loving Father.   
Now, here we are today, some of us many years into 
our walk with Jesus.  And we’re sitting at His feet— 
asking to be taught to pray.  I suspect that the biggest 
objections we have had to Morning Worship Circles 
of Prayer had very little to do with the reasons 
actually stated.  Perhaps we are just intimidated by 
the expectation that we should participate in an 
exercise we don’t know how to pursue.   
Most of us, as children did not have to be taught to 
ask for what we wanted from our parents.  Any two-
year-old knows how to ask her daddy for a doll, or an 
ice cream cone.  As she grows up, the nature and the 
delivery of her requests change.  The toddler’s 
“Gimmee!” is tempered in later years by “Please, 
may I…” which usually is followed by “Thank you, 
Daddy!”  The question is— which of these requests 
reaches her daddy’s heart?  

It’s a silly question.  Did you ever see a toddler with 
an ice cream cone, or a teenager with the keys to the 
car?  Granted, “Gimmee!” would be unbecoming in 
a teenager, but “Please, Father may I…” would be 
just as out of place in a toddler.  And yet, I can tell 
you from experience, that both of those requests 
touch a father to his very core— because he loves the 
child.   

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put childish ways 
behind me. — 1 Corinthians 13:11 (NIV)  

So which are you when you speak to your Heavenly 
Father?  Are you the toddler who is just learning to 
communicate with your Father?  Or are you the 
young adult who knows the manners of polite 
speech?  Maybe you’re the senior for whom Jesus is 
an old and cherished friend.  The point is, there are 
no wrong words for a prayer.  God already knows 
your heart before you open your mouth.  If you’re 
still intimidated, remember the toddler’s “Gimmee!”  
She is not in the least intimidated by her father, and 
she cares not a whit what those around her think.  So 
there really is a lot to be said for coming in like a 
little child.   
The other thing that inhibits our prayers is that we’re afraid 
to ask.  This is a completely illogical reaction, given the 
miracles we have all witnessed here in our own 
congregation and elsewhere.  We hear the stories that 
come out of the Brooklyn Tabernacle, and we nod our 
heads sagely, and have no problem believing the testimony 
of the witnesses.  We all heard Marcia nail that high note 
in O, Holy Night when a few short months earlier we all 
thought we had said our last goodbyes on this side of the 
veil.  We saw, and we heard, with our own eyes and 
ears— and we believe.  Why, then, when faced with the 
next crisis, do we have so much trouble believing that 
we’re afraid to ask?  We are fickle followers, just like those 
who followed Moses out of Egypt.  “Yes, we saw what 
you did, and we witnessed the impossible.  But now, what 
we’re facing is REALLY impossible.”  And we fail to ask, 
because we cannot see the solution that God holds in the 
palm of His hand.   

You do not have, because you do not ask God.  
 — James 4:2 (NIV)  

Conventional wisdom tells us that for every request 
we do not make known, the answer is always “No.”  
Do we want our church to grow?  Do we want to 
make a difference in our community?  Well, did you 
ask?     



Note:  If your birthday or anniversary information is incorrect or not 
on this list, please send corrections to the editor, in writing (e-mail 
is preferred).  Verbal messages, like verbal contracts, are generally 
not worth the paper they’re printed on.   

Anniversaries for  
February 

 Anniversary 
   Date      Number   Celebrating Couple 
 -----------    ---------    --------------------------------- 

 

Attica-Williamsport Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church 

300 East Main Street 
Attica, Indiana 47918 

Address Service Requested 
 2-3-12  

Non-Profit 
Org. 

US Postage 
Paid 

Permit #14 
Attica, IN 

 

No Anniversaries for February 

Birthdays for  
February 

  DOB      Name 
------   ---------------------- 
  2/06   Joshua James 
  2/13   Tom Rayburn 
  2/17   Nancy Riley 
  2/22   Lela Bauerband 
  2/23   Tim Bloesch 
  2/29   Aaron Luth 

Sunday:  
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Fellowship Coffee  10:00 am 
Morning Worship  10:30 am 
 
Tuesday:  
Intercessory Prayer 8:30 am  
Every First Sunday 
Fellowship Dinner and  12:00 Noon 
Congregational Prayer 

 
Weekly Small Group Meetings—  
Call for Schedules and locations 


